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NOP AND SCOPING COMMENTS



NOTICE OF PREPARATION (NOP)



VACAVILLE

NOTICE OF PREPARATION

DATE: August 21, 2009

TO: Responsible Agencies, Trustee Agencies, and Interested Parties

FROM: The City of Vacaville Attention: Deborah Faaborg
650 Merchant Street Public Works Dept.
Vacaville, CA 95688 (707) 449-5170

dfaaborg@cityofvacaville.com

SUBJECT: Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report
Easterly Wastewater Treatment Plant Tertiary Facilities Project.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: August 25 — September 24, 2009

The City of Vacaville (City) is the lead agency for the preparation of an
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Easterly Wastewater Treatment Plant
Tertiary Facilities Project (Tertiary Project) in compliance with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The purpose of this NOP is to describe the
Tertiary Project and potential environmental effects in order to allow agencies
and interested parties to provide input on the scope and content of the EIR.
Comments on this NOP are due to the City of Vacaville by 5:00 p.m. on
September 24, 2009.

PROJECT SUMMARY

The proposed project to be evaluated in the EIR would result in a number of
improvements to the City’s Easterly Wastewater Treatment Plant (EWWTP)
necessary to respond to regulatory and permit requirements, including
compliance with numerical ammonia limits, nitrate limits, elimination of blending,
and dry weather filtration / Title 22 reclamation. These plant upgrades are
collectively referred to as the “Tertiary Project.” The current need for
improvements to the EWWTP is not capacity driven, but rather associated with
permit compliance.
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PROJECT LOCATION

The project area is located within the boundaries of a 182.62-acre City owned
property, of which approximately 30 acres is developed with EWWTP facilities.
The property is located approximately 4.5 miles east of central Vacaville and 35
miles southwest of Sacramento (Figure 1 — Regional Location & Figure 2 — Site
and Vicinity). The property is situated south of Interstate 80 and southeast of the
unincorporated community of Elmira, and is bordered by Old Alamo Creek to the
north, Vaca Station Road to the west, Fry Road to the south, and Lewis Road to
the east. The property is surrounded on the east, south and west by
unincorporated, agricultural land.

Project Address: 6040 Vaca Station Road, Eimira, California 95625

County: Solano County
APNs: 142-110-050, -040; 142-200-040
USGS Quad: Township 6 North, Range 1 East, Section 30
Elmira USGS 7.5-minute topo quadrangle (1980).
Long./Lat.: Centroid of the study area: 121° 92’ 88.6” N., 38° 36’ 10.5" W.
PROJECT BACKGROUND

The City of Vacaville owns, operates, and maintains the EWWTP. The EWWTP
was originally constructed in 1959 and has undergone four subsequent
expansions. The 2004 expansion responded to the growth projections of the
City’s General Plan at the time, and involved the construction of a new “south
plant” with modifications to the existing facility now referred to as the “north
plant.” The existing north plant remains in service. The nominal capacity of the
combined plant facilities is 15.0 mgd average dry weather flow (ADWF), with 60
percent allocated to the south plant and 40 percent allocated to the north plant.

The EWWTP provides service to developed areas within the City limits and the
unincorporated community of Elmira. The EWWTP currently discharges treated
wastewater effluent to Old Alamo Creek, which flows in a southeasterly direction
downstream of the EWWTP and is a tributary to waterways that eventually flow
into the Sacramento Delta. Discharge from the EWWTP into Old Alamo Creek is
regulated by a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit
from the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (CVRWQCB).

On April 25, 2008, the CVRWQCB issued Waste Discharge Order No. R5-2008-
0055, NPDES Permit No. CA007769 to the City, requiring the following upgrades
to the plant.
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= Ammonia Limits — The plant currently meets ammonia requirements;
however, compliance cannot be assured at full design flows.

» Nitrate Limits — New permit limits for nitrate will require denitrification of
secondary effluent by 2013.

* Elimination of Blending — The new permit requires elimination of blending
of primary effluent with secondary effluent during peak wet weather flow
events by April of 2015.

= Filtration/Title 22 Reclamation Compliance — The new permit specifically
requires seasonal filtration and advanced disinfection, consistent with Title
22 reclamation requirements, by 2015.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed project to be evaluated within the EIR consists of upgrades to the
EWWTP that are required to comply with the April 2008 NPDES Permit. An
aerial map showing the existing site improvements and project area is presented
in Figure 3. A site plan showing the existing and proposed facilities and
modifications proposed with the Tertiary Project is presented in Figure 4. The
recommended major improvements to the North Plant and South Plant,
respectively, are summarized below.

North Plant
The following modifications would be provided in the North Plant:

= Demolition. The existing tankage in the North Plant currently utilized for
influent pumping, preliminary treatment, primary sedimentation, aeration
basins, secondary clarifiers, and one of the two flotation thickeners would
be demolished. Support equipment for these facilities would be removed
from the equipment building to provide space for future plant services.

» Miscellaneous Rehabilitation and Improvements. The second flotation
thickener would be reconditioned and modified to continue to provide
sludge thickening service for the solids produced in the plant secondary
treatment process.

= Electrical and Instrumentation Improvements. Electrical and
instrumentation systems serving the remaining North Plant processes
would be replaced with new wiring and equipment to provide the desired
reliability and to bring the installation into compliance with current codes.

South Plant
The following improvements would be provided in the South Plant:
* Influent Pump Station. The station would be expanded to include one

additional influent pump, thereby giving the facility sufficient pumping
capacity to handle the projected peak wet weather flows.
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» Influent Screens. A third mechanically-cleaned screen would replace a
manually cleaned screen in an existing channel to give the facility
sufficient screening capacity to handie projected peak wet weather flows.

* Grit Tanks and Primary Sedimentation System. One additional grit tank
and primary sedimentation basin would be constructed to provide the
needed hydraulic capacity at peak wet weather flows.

» Aeration Basins Expansion/Conversion. Two additional aeration basins
would be constructed, and modifications made to the existing four basins,
to replace the capacity that had been provided in the North Plant, and to
convert the process to denitrify as well as nitrify. The provision of
denitrification would require the addition of recycle pumping and larger
mixed-only zones to support the process.

= Aeration Blower System. Two additional blowers would be provided in the
space available in the existing blower building to increase the air supply
resulting from the need to accommodate the loads previously handled in
the North Plant.

= Secondary Clarifiers. One additional secondary clarifier would be
constructed to provide the hydraulic capacity needed to replace capacity
that had been provided in the North Plant, and to accommodate peak wet
weather flows that are not equalized.

» RAS/WAS Pump Station Expansion. Additional pumps and piping would
be provided in the existing station to support the additional secondary
clarifier.

* RAS/WAS Pump Station Enclosure. Walls would be provided around the
existing mechanical area at the RAS/WAS pump station to better protect
the equipment from the elements.

= Filter Feed Pump Station. A new pump station would be constructed in
the South Plant to lift the secondary effluent, thereby providing the
hydraulic grade necessary to accommodate effluent filtration.

= Effluent Filtration System. A new granular-media effluent filtration system
would be added with sufficient capacity to filter the flows during the dry
season, when tertiary treatment is required by the permit.

» Chlorine Contact Tanks. Two additional chlorine contact tanks would be
added to the existing facility to increase the contact time to the degree
required by the permit during the dry season.

= Primary/Secondary Effluent Flow Equalization Basins. Flow equalization
basins will be constructed in the west pond area. These basins will be
used for: 1) occasional equalization of secondary effluent when dry
weather flows exceed the capacity of the effluent filtration and disinfection
system; 2) occasional equalization of primary effluent when wet weather
flow conditions exceed the capacity of the plant secondary treatment
system; and 3) occasional use as operational storage of primary or
secondary effluent when maintenance or repairs are required.

» Emergency Storage Basin Liner. A concrete liner would be provided in
the existing emergency storage basin to reduce the percolation of the
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plant effluent into the groundwater and to improve maintenance of the
facility.

South Plant Headworks Solids Handling Improvements. A second
screenings washer/compactor would be provided at the headworks to
provide continuous service when the existing unit must be taken off-line
for maintenance. Storage facilities for grit and screenings would be
expanded to lengthen the period of time that these materials can be stored
on site.

Biosolids Lagoons & Filter Improvements. Existing biosolid lagoons would
be re-configured and systems added to improve efficiency of operations
and cleaning practices in this area in an effort to reduce odor.

Plant Laboratory Building Expansion. The existing laboratory would be
expanded to provide the room needed to conduct the additional testing
required by the new permit, and to perform the additional process control
testing that will be needed as a result of the provision of denitrification and
effluent filtration in the treatment processes.

Effluent Analyzer Buildings. Two remote analyzer buildings would be
constructed to house sampling and analytical equipment. The first
building would be located along the outfall, and would contain the systems
associated with the permit compliance monitoring of the effluent. The
second building would be located near the northeast corner of the chlorine
contact tanks, and would contain sulfite residual monitoring equipment
needed to properly control the dechlorination system at the plant.

Mobile Equipment Storage Building. A canopy structure would be
provided to protect City-owned mobile equipment stored at the plant site.
Perimeter Landscaping. The existing perimeter landscaping would be
extended around the perimeter of the City-owned property to provide a
more effective visual screen of the plant, and to reduce the amount of
plant lighting visible beyond the plant boundaries.

Standby Power System Expansion. The existing standby power system
would be expanded to serve the additional equipment being added in the
South Plant.

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS

The City has determined that an EIR is the appropriate environmental document
for the project and that the EIR should address the following issues:

Aesthetics ~ The EIR will address the potential impacts to the visual
character of the project site and surrounding public view areas. Potential
impacts to ambient lighting conditions will also be addressed.

Air Quality — The EIR will address the project's potential fugitive dust
impacts, odor impacts, and regional air pollutant impacts, including green
house gas emissions. Potential impacts to sensitive receptors will also be
addressed. The analysis will address both short-term impacts from
construction and long-term impacts from operation.

City of Vacaville, EWWTP Tertiary Project EIR
Notice of Preparation 5



» Biological Resources — The EIR will analyze the project's short-term
(construction) and long-term (operation) impacts on threatened and
endangered species, migratory birds, habitats, and other biological
resources in light of applicable state and federal regulatory frameworks.

» Cultural Resources — The EIR will evaluate the potential for impacts to
cultural resources based on record searches, Native American Heritage
Commission consultation, and field survey.

» Geology and Soils — The EIR will assess the proposed project’s potential
for soil erosion during construction and the level of geologic and seismic
risks. The level of risk to people and property will be determined based on
analysis of the project site’s soil properties and seismic hazard potential.

*» Hazards — The EIR will evaluate potential impacts from the use of
chemicals and practices common to the wastewater treatment process
and construction.

» Hydrology and Water Quality — The EIR will analyze the project’s impacts
to surface and groundwater on a local and regional level. Potential
impacts to surface water quality and changes in local hydrological
conditions will be addressed.

» Land Use, Planning, and Agriculture — The EIR will evaluate the
consistency of the proposed project with the adopted plans and policies of
the City and Solano County, including but not limited to the respective
General Plans and Zoning Ordinances. The EIR will also analyze the
proposed project’'s compatibility with surrounding land uses.

* Noise/Vibration — The EIR will evaluate the potential impacts on ambient
noise levels from construction-related and operation-related noise.
Primary issues include short-term increase in noise and vibration that may
impact sensitive receptors and the creation of land use conflicts regarding
noise.

» Traffic and Circulation — The EIR will address the potential impacts to
surrounding roadways resulting from the temporary increase in truck traffic
along roadways during construction.

» Growth-Inducing and Cumulative Effects — The EIR will analyze potential
growth-inducing and cumulative impacts resulting from the proposed
project pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 15126(d) and 15130, respectively.

DISCUSSION OF ALTERNATIVES

CEQA Guideline 15126.6(a) requires that an EIR describe a range of reasonable
alternatives for the project. The EIR will evaluate the comparative merits of the
alternatives, including the No-Project alternative. The alternatives will be
determined, in part, by public input received during the NOP comment period. To
ensure that the Environmental Impact Report adequately addresses the full
range of issues and alternatives related to the proposed project and that all
significant issues are identified, comments and suggestions are invited from all
interested parties.
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SCOPING MEETING

A scoping meeting will be held on Monday, September 14, 2009 at 6:00 PM to
solicit input from interested agencies and members of the public. A project
overview will be presented followed by a public comment period. The meeting
will occur at the following location:

Assembly Room, First Floor
Administration Building

Easterly Wastewater Treatment Plant
6040 Vaca Station Road

Elmira, CA 95625

Note: Do not mail comments to the above address.

NOP SCOPING COMMENTS
Written comments regarding the scope of the EIR should be addressed to:

City of Vacaville, Public Works Department

c/o: Deborah Faaborg, Environmental Project Manager
650 Merchant St.

Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 449-5170

dfaaborg@cityofvacaville.com

The close of the scoping and comment period is at 5:00 PM on September 24, 2009.

Date: August 21,2009 By:  Deborah Faaborg
Environmental Project Manager
City of Vacaville Public Works Department

City of Vacaville, EWWTP Tertiary Project EIR
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Figure 1

Vacaville Easterly Wastewater Treatment Plant (EWWTP)
Regional Location
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Figure 3

EWWTP Tertiary Project
Aerial Map
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COMMENT LETTERS RECEIVED DURING SCOPING



VACAVILLE EASTERLY WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT TERTIARY PROJECT

LIST OF SCOPING COMMENTS

Comment

Letter # Name Affiliation Date of Letter

Matthew R. Jones Yolo-Solano Air Quality Management  8/25/2009
1 District

2 Stanley Schram County of Solano 8/28/2009

3 Scott Morgan State Clearing House 8/25/2009

4 Charles Armor California Department of Fish and 8/28/2009
Game

5 Michelle L. Jones State Water Resources Control Board  9/14/2009

6 Lisa Carboni State of California Department of 9/22/2009

Transportation
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1947 Galileo Ct., Suite 103 + Davis, California 95618

August 25, 2009

Deborah Faahorg
Vacaville Public Works Dept.
650 Merchant Street

- Vacaville, CA 95688

Re: Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report — Easterly Wastewater Treatment
Plant Tertiary Facilities Project

Dear Ms. Faaborg:

The Yolo-Solano Air Quality Management District (District) received the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for
the above referenced project and appreciates the opportunity to offer comments. The project involves
improvements and upgrades {“Tertiary Project”) to the treatment plant. The City states in the NOP that
the Tertiary Project is necessary for permit compliance and not necessarily to increase capacity.

After review of the various modifications and improvements to the North and South Plants that make up
the Tertiary Project, the District recommends the following:

* For construction.and demolition activities, implement best management practices to minimize
fugitive dust emissions.
. Where feasible, utilize newer construction equipment to reduce emissions of criteria pollutants.

In addition to the above comment, the District would like to add that the following District Rules and
Regulations may apply to the project:

¢ Visible emissions from stationary diesel-powered equipment are not allowed to exceed 40
percent opacity for more than three minutes in any one-hour; as regulated under District Rule
2.3, RINGELMANN CHART.

s Portable diesel fueled equipment greater than 50 horsepower {(HP), such as generators or
pumps, must be registered with either the Air Resources Board’s (ARB’s) Portable Equipment
Registration Program {PERP) (http://www.arb.ca.gov/perp/perp.htm) or with the District.

¢ Architectural coatings and solvents used at the project shall be compliant with District Rule 2.14,
ARCHITECTURAL COATINGS.

¢ Al stationary equipment, other than internal combustion engines less than 50 horsepower,
emitting air pollutants controlled under District rules and regulations require an Authority to
Construct (ATC) and Permit to Operate (PTO) from the District.

» When future projects or significarit modifications to existing structures, are proposed, the
applicants/developers are advised to refer to the District's Handbook for Assessing and
Mitigating Air Quality Impacts for guidance in conforming with District policies and regulations.

F:\PLANNING& AM\Vacaville\Environmental Review\2009\Easterly WWTP NOP comment letter 8-25-09.docx




August 25, 2009
Easterly WWTP NOP
Page 2

[n conclusion, the District appreciates receiving the project and the opportunity to discuss the
recommendations presented in this letter. If you require additional information, please contact me at
{(530) 757-3668.

Sincerely,
Matthew R. Jones

Senior Air Quality Planner

F:\PLANNING&AM\Vacaville\Environmental Review\2009\Easterly WWTP NOP comment letter 8-25-09.docx
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From: Schram, Stanley J. [mailto:SiSchram@SolanoCounty.com]
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2009 2:11 PM

To: Deborah Faaborg

Subject: Easterly wastewater treatment plant

Deborah

We have reviewed the Notice of Preparation for the EIR for the Easterly Wastewater Treatment Plant.
At this time there are only a couple of comments. First any new driveways or access points to Vaca
Station Road, Fry Road or Lewis Road would require an encroachment permit. Secondly we have
concerns with the potential for damage to the county roads due to excessive construction traffic. These
are the only comments at this time. Call me if you have any questions.

Stanley Schram

County Surveyor
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To: Reviewing Agencies

Re: City of Vacaville Easterly Wastewater Treatment Plant Tertiary Project
SCH# 2009082066

Attached for your review and comment is the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the City of Vacaville Easterly
Wastewater Treatment Plant Tertiary Project draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR).

Responsible agencies must transmit their comments on the scope and content of the NOP, focusing on specific

information related to their own statutory responsibility, within 30 days of receipt of the NOP from the Lead
Agency. This is a courtesy notice provided by the State Clearinghouse with a reminder for you to comment in a
timely manner. We encourage other agencies to also respond to this notice and express their concerns early in the

environmental review process.
Please direct your comments to:

Debeorah Faaborg
City of Vacaville
650 Merchant Street
Vacaville, CA 95688

with a copy to the State Clearinghouse in the Office of Planning and Research. Please refer to the SCH number
noted above in all correspondence conceming this project.

If you have any questions about the environmental document review process, please call the State Clearinghouse at
(916) 445-0613.

17:

Scott Morgan
Acting Director, State Clearinghouse

Attachments
cc: Lead Agency

1400 10th Street  P.0.Box 3044 Sacramento, California 95812-3044
(916) 445-0613  FAX {916) 323-3018 www.opr.ca.gov




Document Details Report
State Clearinghouse Data Base

SCHi## 2009082066
Project Title  City of Vacaville Easterly Wastewater Treatment Plant Tertiary Project
Lead Agency Vacaville, City of
Type NOP Notice of Preparation
Description  The proposed project to be evaluated in the EIR would result in a number of improvements to the City's
Easterty Wastewater Treatment Plant (EWWTP) necessary to respond to regulatory and permit
requirements, including compliance with numerical ammonia limits, nitrate limits, efimination of
blending, and dry weather filtration/Title 22 reclamation. These plant upgrades are collectively referred
to as the "Tertiary Project”. The current need for improvements to the EWWTP is not capacity driven,
but rather associated with permit compliance.
Lead Agency Contact
Name Debeorah Faaborg
Agency City of Vacaville
Phone 707-449-5170 Fax
email
Address 650 Merchant Street
City Vacaville State CA  Zip 95688
Project Location
County Solanc
City
Region
Cross Streets Vaca Station Road, Fry Road and Lewis Road (6040 Vaca Station Road)
Lat/Long
Parcel No. 142-110-050, -040; 142-200-040
Township 6N Range 1E Section 30 Base MDB&M
Proximity to:
Highways Sr113,US.80
Airports  Nut Tree, Travis AFB
Railways UPRR
Waterways Old Alamo Creek
Schools Sierra School of Solana Co, Jean Callison ES
Land Use City of Vacaville Generat Plan Land Use Designation: Public Institutional
Project Issues  Aesthelic/Visual, Agricultural Land; Air Quality; Archaeologic-Historic; Biological Resources;
Drainage/Absorption; Flood Plain/Flooding; Geologic/Seismic; Noise; Public Services; Soil
Erosion/Compaction/Grading; Solid Waste; Toxic/Hazardous; Traffic/Circulation; Vegetation; Water
Quality; Water Supply; Wetland/Riparian; Wildlife; Growth Inducing; Landuse; Cumulative Effects
Reviewing Resources Agency; Depariment of Conservation; Department of Parks and Recreation; Department of
Agencies Water Resources; Department of Fish and Game, Region 3; Native American Heritage Commission;
Caltrans, Division of Aeronautics; California Highway Patrol; Integrated Waste Management Board;
State Water Resources Control Board; Department of Toxic Substances Control; Regional Water
Quality Control Bd., Region 5 (Sacramento)}
Date Received 08/25/2009 Start of Review 08/25/2008 End of Review 089/23/2009

Note: Blanks in data fields result from insufficient information provided by lead agency.
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Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal Appendix C

Mail to: State Clearinghouse, P. Q. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 (916) 445-0613
For Hand Delivery/Streer Address: 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 SCH # 2 0 0 9 0 8 2 9 6 6

City of Vacaville Easterley Wastewater Treatment Plant Tertiary Project

Project Title:

Lead Agency: City of Vacaville Contact Person: Deborah Faaborg, Environmental Project Manager
Mailing Address: 590 Merchant SL Phone: (707) 449-5170

City: _Vacaville, CA Zip: 95688 County: Solano

Project Location:

County; S0len0 City/Nearest Community; EM12
Cross Strests: Vaca Station Road, Fry Road and Lewis Road. Address: 6040 Vaca Station Road, Elmira, Cafifornia 95625 Zip Code: 95625
Assessor's Parcel No.: 142:110-050, -040; 142-200-040 Section: ¥ Twp.: BN Range: 1E Base; Mt Diablo
Within 2 Miles:  Statc Hwy #: SR 113, U580 Waterways: Old Alamo Creek )

Airports: Nul Tree, Travis Airforce Base  Rajlways: _Union Pacific Schools: Siema Sehod of Solano Counly, dean Calfson Elementary

Document Type:

CEQA: kI NOP O Draft EIR NEPA: [0 NOI Other: [ Joint Document
0 Early Cons  [1 Supplement/SubsequentBIR , 1 EA < [3 Final Document
3 Neg Dec (Prior SCH No| " L ] Draft EIS I Other
[0 Mit Neg Dec  [3 Other 1 FONSI
Local Action Type:
03 General Plan Update 1 Spedific Plan O R O Annexation
1 General Plan Amendment [ MoskSTATE GEEAR(NQ:HQ%% 0 Redevelopment
0 General Plan Element  [J Planheddkinit-Brorehpmenet—tseRemhit £ Coastal Permit
0O Community Plan & Site Plan [ Land Division (Subdivision, etc.) B Other Wastewsler Trealmenl
Development Type:
B1 Residential:  Units Acres E1 Water Facilities: Type : MGD
[J Office: Sq.ft. Acres Employees O Transportation:  Type
1 Commercial: Sq.fi. __ Acres Employces _ OMining: Mineral
O Industrial:  Sq.fi. Acres Employees £3 Power: Type MW
£3 Educational BF Waste Treatment: Type Treament Process Upgrades ~ MGD 15 mgd ADWE
O3 Recreational £J Hazardous Waste: Type
Total Acres (approx.).115 acres {3 Other:

Project Issues Discussed in Document:

Bl Aesthetic/Visual [ Fiscal [0 Recreation/Parks B Vegetation
Kl Agricultural Land & Flood Plain/Flooding O Schools/Universities Kl Water Quality
B AirQualiy O Forest Land/Fire Hazard [ Septic Systems Water Supply/Groundwater
® Archeological/tlistorical Bl Geologic/Seismic [ Sewer Capacity Bl Wetland/Riparian
B Biological Resources O Minerals & Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading K Wildlife
O Coa§tal Zone ) & Noise & Solid Waste B Growth Inducing
&} Drainage/Absorption {3 Population/Housing Balance K Toxic/Hazardous Land Use
3 BEconomictlobs B Public Services/Facilities & Traffic/Circulation Bl Cumulative Effects
0 Other

Present Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation:

City of Vacaville General Plan Land Use Designation: Public Institutional.

Project Description: (please use a separale page if necessary)

Provided with NOP

Note: The State Clearinghouse will assign identification nurebers for all new projects. 1f a SCH tumber already exists for a
project (e.g. Notice of Preparation or previous draft document) please fill in. Revised 2004




Reviewing Agencies Checklist

Appendix C, continued

Lead Agencies may recommend State Clearinghouse distribution by marking agencies below with and "X",

1f you have zlready sent your docwment to the agency please denote that with an

X _ Air Resources Board
_ Boating & Waterways, Department of

_ California Highway Patrol
~ Caltrans District #
Caltrans Division of Acronautics
_ Caltrans Planning (Headquarters)
Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy

_ Constal Commission
Colorado River Board

X Conservation, Department of
_ Corrections, Department of
X Detlta Protection Commission

Education, Department of
* Energy Commission

_ Fish & Game Region# ___
Food & Agriculture, Department of
. Farestry & Fire Protection

General Services, Department of
______________ Health Services, Departivent of
~ Housing & Community Development
_Integrated Waste Management Board
Native Amertcan Heritage Commission

Ollice of Lmergency Services

)

Office of Historic Preservation
Office of Public School Construction
Parks & Recreation

_ Pesticide Regulation, Department of
Public Utilities Commission

_ Reclamation Board
Regional WQCB #
Resources Agency
S.F. Bay Conservation & Development Commission

Sun Gubriel & Lower L.A. Rivers and Mtns Conscrvancy -

San Joaquin River Conservancy
Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
State Lands Commission

_ SWRCB: Clean Water Grants

SWRCB: Water Quality

SWRCB: Water Rights

Tahoe Regional Planning Agency

_ Toxic Substances Control, Department of
 Water Resources, Department of

... Other
. Other

Local Public Review Period (to be filled in by fead agency)

August 25, 2009

Starting Date

Lead Agency {Complete if applicable}:

Consalting Fir: ANBIYtCAI ENVitonmental Services

Address; 1801 7ih Strest, Suite 100

City#Stateszip: Sacramento, CA 85811

Contact: Ryan Lee

Phove: (916 447-3479

September 24, 2009

Ending Date

Applicant: ity Of Vacaville
Address: 090 Merchant St,

City/State/zip: vacaville, CA 85688
(707} 448-5170

Phone:

- ,
Signature of Lead Agency Representative: WM/,};&X’%%

Date: 5/2'6"/26107'
A
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California Natural Resources Agenc ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Govemor
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME DONALD KOCH, Director
..Bay Delta Region
- Post Office Box 47
Yountville, California 94598
(707) 944-5500
http:/fwww.dfg.ca.gov

August 28, 2009

CENV!

SEP ~ 1 2009

Ms. Deborah Faabor
City of Vacavile 0 PUBLIC WURKS

650 Merchant Street ENG’NEER,NG SVC

Vacaville, CA 95688

Dear Ms. Faaborg:

Subject: Easterly Wastewater Treatment Plant Tertiary Facilities Project,
SCH #2009082066, Notice of Preparation, City of Vacaville, Solano County

The Department of Fish and Game (DFG) has reviewed the documents provided for the
subject project, and we have the followmg comments

Please provude a compléte a

endangered threatene
assessment should in¢ludé the teasonably foreseeable dirsct and indirsct changes .
(temporary and permanent) that may occur with implementation of the project. Rare,
threatened and endangered species to be addressed should include all those which meet
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) definition (see CEQA Guidelines, Section
156380). DFG recommended survey and monitoring protocols and guidelines are available
at http://dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/nongame/survey monitor.html.

Please be advised that a California Endangered Species. Act (CESA) Permit must be
obtained if the project has the potential to result in take of species of plants or animais listed
under CESA, either during construction or over the life of the project. Issuance of a CESA
Permit is subject to CEQA documentation; therefore, the CEQA document must specify
impacts, mitigation measures, and a mu’ugatuon monitoring and reporting program. If the
project will impact CESA llsted species, early consultation is encouraged, as significant
maodification to the project and mltigatlon measures may be reqmred in order to obtain a
CESA Permit.

& bed, channel, or
| m, or use material
fromva streambed DFG. ay nd. mént’ (LSAA)
pursuarit to Sectioni 1600 et seq: of the Fish ‘and Game Code with'the apphcant Issuance
of an LSAA is subject to CEQA. DFG, as a responsible agency under CEQA, will consider
the CEQA document for the pro;ect The CEQA document should fully identify the potential

Conserving Ca[zfomia s Wildlife Since 1870




Ms. Deborah Faaborg
August 28, 2009
Page 2

impacts to the stream or riparian resources and provide adequate avoidance, mitigation,
monitoring and reporting commitments for completion of the agreement. To obtain
information about the LSAA notification process, please access our website at
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/habcon/1600/; or to request a notification package, contact the Lake
and Streambed Alteration Program at (707) 944-5520.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Liam Davis, Habitat Conservation Supervisor,
at (707) 944-5529.

Sincerely,

p

Charles Armor
Regional Manager
Bay Delta Region

cc: State Clearinghouse
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Q | _ State Water Resources Control Board

Division of Financial Assistance

Linda S. Adams 1001 1 Street, Sacramento, California 95814+ (916) 341-5700 : SSrzt
Secre t;ry Sfor Mailing Address: P.O. Box 944212 » Sacramertto, California 94244-2120 Arnold Schwarzenegger
Environmental Protection © FAX(916) 341-5707 « hitp:/fwww.waterboards.ca.gov Governor

- ¥ 1.
Yo 7 A _'\4

' SEP § -

' 8
SEP 1 4 2009 PusLy 2009
C WURKS

City of Vacaville
650 Merchant Street
Vacaville, CA 95688

Ms. Deborah Faaborg ENGI NE 3 R [ N G S VC

Dear Ms. Faaborg:

NOTICE OF PREPARATION (NOP) FOR THE CITY OF VACAVILLE (CITY); EASTERLY .
- WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT TERTIARY PROJECT (PROJECT); STATE
CLEARINGHOUSE NO. 2009082066

We understand the City may be pursuing Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) financing for
this Project. The City may want to consider the CWSRF Program to provide funding for future
construction. As a funding agency and a state agency with jurisdiction by law to preserve, enhance,
and restore the quality of California’s water resources, the State Water Resources Control Board
(State Water Board) is providing the following information for the California Environmenta! Quality Act
(CEQA) document prepared for the Project.

The State Water Board, Division of Financial Assistance, is responsible for administering CWSRF
funds. The primary purpose for the CWSRF Program is to implement the Clean Water Act, and
related state laws by providing financial assistance for wastewater treatment facilities necessary to
prevent water polluticn, recycle water, correct nonpoint source and storm drainage pollution
problems, and provide for estuary enhancement, and thereby protect and promote health, safety and
welfare of state inhabitants. The CWSRF Program provides low-interest funding equal to one-half
the most recent State General Obligation Bond Rates with a 20-year term. Applications are accepted
and processed continuously. Please refer to the State Water Board CWSRF website at;
www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/srfﬁndex.shtml.

The CWSRF Program is partially funded by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and requires
additional “CEQA-Plus” environmental documentation and review. Three information sheets are
included that further explain the environmental compliance process and additional federal
requirements in the CWSRF Program. In addition, an evaluation form is included for the City to
submit shouild it pursue State Water Board funding. The State Water Board can consult directly with
agencies responsible for implementing federal environmental laws and regulations. Any ‘
environmental issues raised by federal agencies or their representatives will need to be resolved prior
to State Water Board approval of a CWSRF funding commitment for the proposed Project. For
further information on the CWSRF Program environmental compliance process, please contact me at

(916) 341-6983,

it is important to note that prior to a CWSRF funding commitment, projects are subject to provisions
of the federal Endangered Species Act and must obtain approval from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) and/or National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) for any potential effects to

special-status species.

California Environmental Protection Agency

}é%c[ed Pap?r




Ms. Deborah Faaborg -2- SEP 14 2008

Please be advised that the State Water Board can consult with USFWS and NMFS_on behalf of the
City regarding all federal special status species the Project has the potential to impact. The City will
need to identify whether the Project will involve any direct effects from construction activities or
indirect effects, such as growth inducement, that may affect federally-listed threatened, endangered,
or candidate species that are known, or have a potential to occur on-site, in the surrounding areas, or
in the service area, and to identify applicable conservation measures to reduce such effects.

CWSREF projects must comply with federal laws pertaining to cultural resources, specifically
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The State Water Board has responsibility for
ensuring compliance with Section 106, and the State Water Board's Cultural Resources Officer
(CRO) consults directly with the California State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO). SHPO
consuiltation is initiated when sufficient information is provided by the CWSRF applicant for projects
having potential impacis to cultural resources. Please contact the State Water Board's CRO,

-Ms. Cookie Hirn, at (916) 341-5690 to find out more about the requirements, and to initiate the
Section 106 process, as applicable. ‘

Native American and Interested Party Consultation are required for Séction 106 compliance:

+ A Project description and map should be sent to the Native American Heritage Cominission
(NAHC). The NAHC will provide a list of Native American tribes and individuals that are
culturally affiliated with your Project area and recommend that they all be contacted.

e A Project description and map should be sent to everyone on the list provided by the NAHC,
asking for information on the Project area.

+ Similar letters should be sent to local historical organizations.
¢ Follow-up contact should be made by phone and a phone log should be included. -

Commerits from the NAHC, local tribes and historical organizations affiliated with the Project area, as °
well as the City response to these comments should be included in the submittal to the CRO.

Other federal requirements pertinent to the Project under the CWSRF Program include' the following:

A. Compliance with the federal Clean Air Act: (a) Provide air quality studies that may have been
done for the Project; and (b) if the Project is in'a nonattainment area or attainment area’
subject to a maintenance plan; (i) provide a summary of the estimated emissions (in tons per
year) that are expected from both the construction and operation of the Project for each
federal criteria pollutant in a nonattainment or maintenance area, and indicate if the
nonattainment designation is-moderate, serious, severe, or extreme; (i) if emissions are
-above the federal de minimis levels, but the Project is sized to meet only the needs of current
population projections that are used in the approved State Implementation Plan for air quality,
quantitatively indicate how the proposed capacity increase was calculated using population
projections. .

B. Compliance with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act: [dentify whether or not Wild and Scenic
Rivers would be potentially impacted by the Project, and include conservation measures to
minimize such impacts.

California Environmental Protection Agency

?.’2) Recycled Paper




M. Deborah Faaborg . -3~ SEP 1 4 2009

-«

 C. Compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (Act): List any birds that are protected under
this Act that may be impacted by the Project, and identify conservation measures fo minimize
such impacts. :

D. Protection of Wetlands: Identify whether or not the Project or construction activities impact
streams, flood control channels, or wetlands. '

E. Compliance with the Flood Plain Management Act: Identify whether the Project is within the
100 year flood zone. Inciude a flood map.

F. Compliance with Farmland Protection Policy Act: ldentify whether the Project will result in the
conversion of farmland. State the status of farmland (Prime, Unique, or Local Statewide
Importance) in the Project area and determine if this area is under a Williamson Act Contract.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to review the NOP. We have no further comments on the
NOP at this time. If you have any questions or concemns about the State Water Board environmental
compliance process please feel free to contact me at (916) 341-6983, or by email at
MLJones@waterboards.ca.gov. For all other comments or questions please contact Parker Thaler at
(916) 341-7388, or by email at PThaler@waterboards.ca.gov. :

Michelle L. Jones ,
Environmental Scientist

cc: State Clearinghouse
(Re: SCH# 2009082066)
P. O. Box 3044
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

California Environmental Protection Agency

ﬁ Recycled Paper




INSTRUCTIONS AND GUIDANCE FOR
“ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE INFORMATION"

Introduction:

Detailed information, including statutes and guidelines on the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), can be obtained at http./ceres.ca.gov/ceqa. A CEQA Process Flowchart that shows
interaction points between lead and responsible agencies can be found at
http:/fceres.ca.qgovitopic/env_law/ceqafflowchart/index.html. [n addition, State Water Board
environmental staff is available to answer questions about the CEQA process. Please contact your
assigned Project Manager to be directed to an appropriate environmental staff person for further
clarification. ' :

CEQA Checklist:

Ail projects coming to the State Water Board for funding are considered- “projects” under CEQA
because the State Water Board is providing discretionary approval for that funding. '

The types of CEQA documents that might apply to an applicant’s project include one of the
following: 1. Notice of Exemption; 2. Initial Study/Negative Declaration (or Mitigated Negative
Declaration with a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program [MMRP]); or
3. Environmental Impact Report (EIR} with an MMRP. The applicant must determine. the
appropriate document for its project and submit the additional supporting information listed under
the applicable section of the CEQA Checklist. Please submit two copies of all documents. If the
applicant is using a CEQA document that is older than five years, the applicant must re-evaluate
environmental and project conditions, and develop and submit an updated document based on the
results of that re-evaluation.

The applicant must ensure the CEQA document is specific to the project for which funding is being
requested. Tier | CEQA documents, such as Program or Master Plan EIRs, may not be suitable for
satisfying State Water Board requirements if these documents are not project-specific. Instead,
the applicant should be submitting a Tier Il CEQA documerit that is project-specific. If this Tier Il
CEQA document references pertinent environmental and mitigation information contained in the
Tier | CEQA document, then the applicant must submit both documents.. [NOTE: Tier | and Tier Il
documents refer to documents as defined under CEQA. Although the same terminology is used,
these documents do not relate to the Tier | and Tier If level of reviews under the CWSRF Program.]

Each applicant, if it is a public agency, is responsible for approving the CEQA documents it uses
regardless of whether or not it is a lead agency under CEQA. Non-profit organizations, however,
shall only be responsible for approving the applicable project mitigation measures identified in the
MMRP. For purposes of State Water Board funding, all public agencies applying for this funding
shall file either a Notice of Exemption or a Notice of Determination with the Governor's Office of
Planning and Research (State Clearinghouse). Stamped copies of these notices shall be
submitted with the rest of the environmental documents. .

If the CEQA document is linked to a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document (such as
" an Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement), then the applicant shall
submit the additional corresponding NEPA items with either a Finding of No Significant Impact, or a
Record of Decision made by the lead agency under NEPA. '




Clean Water SRF Program
Environmental Compliance

Note that additional information may be requested from the applicant after review of all the
environmental documents to ensure the State Water Board can complete its own CEQA.

compliance.

Federal Information:

CEQA requires full disclosure of all aspects of the project, including impacts and mitigation
measures that are not only regulated by state agencies, but also by federaf agencies. Early
consultation with state and federal agencies in the CEQA process will assist in minimizing changes
to the project when funding is being requested from the State Water Board. For the items that
follow the CEQA Checklist, the applicant shall provide the information and/or reference any
applicable sections from the documents being submitted to assist with environmental staff's CEQA
‘review, as well as {o provide applicant gmdance on any potential concerns, and to assist with
federal coordination as needed.

1. Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), Section 7:

For further information on the federal ESA relating to law, regulation, policy, and notices, go to
http://iwww.fws.gov/endangered/policy/index.html and hitp://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/laws/esa/.
 Note that compliance with both state and federal ESA is required of projects having the potential to
impact special status species. Although overfap exists between the federal and state ESAs, there
might be additional or more restrictive state requirements. For further information on the state
ESA, go to hitp://iwww.dfg.ca.gov/habcon/cesal.

2. Na’uonal Historic Preservation Act, Section 106:

The NHPA focuses on federal compliance. In addition, CEQA requires that impacts to cultural and
historic resources be analyzed. The “CEQA and Archeological Resources” section from the
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research CEQA Technical Advice Series states that the lead
agency obtains a current records-search from the appropriate California Historical Resources File
System Information Center. In addition, the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) will

" provide a list of Native American tribes to be contacted and that are culturally affiliated with a
project area.

The NAHC 'can be contacted at:

915 Capitol Mall, Room 364
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 653-4082

04/13/2009 A - Page 2 0of 9




Clean Water SRF Program
Environmental Compliance

3. Clean Air Act:

For CWSRF financed projects, we recommend including a general conformity section in the CEQA
documents so that another public review process will not be needed, should a conformity
determination be required. The applicant should check with its air quality management district and
review the State Air Resources Board California air emissions map for information on the State
Implementation Plan. For information on the analysis steps involved in evaluating conformity,
please contact the environmentat staff person through the assigned Project Manager.

4. Coastal Zone Management Act.

For affected areas, refer to : ‘ v
http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/mystate/docs/StateCZBoundaries.pdf. For additional
information please refer to http://www.coastal.ca.gov/ccate.html and/or http:/fiwww.bedc.ca.govi.

5. Farmland Protection Policy Act.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides information on the Farmland Protection
Policy Act at htto://www.nrcs.usda.gov/iprograms/fppa. Please see the following website regarding
the Williamson Act hitp://www.consrv.ca.gov/dirp/ica. ' :

6. Floodplain Management - Executive Order 11988:

Each agency shall provide leadership and take action to reduce the risk of flood loss, to minimize
the impact of floods on human safety, health and welfare, and to restore and preserve the naturai
and beneficial values served by floodplains in carrying out its responsibilities. Before taking an
action, each agency shall determine whether the proposed action will occur in a floodplain. The
generally established standard for risk is the flooding level that is expected to occur every 100
years. If an agency has determined to, or proposes to, conduct, support, or allow an action to be
located in a floodplain. The agency shall consider alternatives to avoid adverse effects and
incompatible development in the floodplains. -For further information, please consult the following
web link: http://Mmww.epa.goviowow/wetlands/regs/eo11988.html.

7. Migratory-Bird Treaty Act (MBTA):

The MBTA, along with subsequent amendments to this Act, provides legal protection for almost all
breeding bird species occurring in the United States and must be addressed in CEQA. The MBTA
restricts the killing, taking, collecting and selling or purchasing of native bird species or their parts,
nests, or eggs. The treaty allows hunting of certain game bird species, for specific periods, as
determined by federal and state governments. In the CEQA document, each agency must make a
finding that a project will comply with the MBTA. For further information, please consult the

following web link: http:/Awww.fws.govilaws/lawsdigest/migtrea.himl.

8. Protection of Wetlands — Executive Order 11990:

Projects, regardless of funding, must get approval for any temporary or permanent disturbance to
federal and state waters, wetlands, and vernal pools. The permitting process is usually through the

04/13/2009 | Page 3 of 9




Clean Water SRF Program
Environmental Compliance

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers-(USACOE), can be lengthy and may ultimately require project
alterations to avoid wetlands. Applicants must consult with USACOE early in the planning process
if any portion of the project site contains wetlands, or other federal waters. The USACOE Wetland
Delineation Manual is available at; http://www.wetlands.com/regs/tipge02e.htm. Also note that the
Water Boards are involved in providing approvals through a 401 Water Quality Certification and/or
Waste Discharge Requirements

(http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/iwater _issues/programs/cwad401/index.shtml).

9. Wild and Scenic Rivers Act:

There are construction restrictions or prohibitions for projects near or on a “wild and scenic river.”
A listing of designated “wild and scenic rivers” ¢can be obtained at
http://www.rivers.gov/wildriverslist.html . Watershed information can be obtained through the
“Watershed Browser” at: http://cwp.resources.ca.gov/map_tools.php.

10. Source Water Protection:

For more information, please visit; http://épa.qov/reqioh09/water/qroundwater/ssa.html.

04/13/2009 o ' Page 4 of 9




Clean Water SRF Program
Environmental Compliance

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA)

CHECKLIST FOR THE APPLICANT
What to Submit to your State Water Board’s Project Manager

If project is covered under a CEQA Categorical or Statutory Exemption, submit a copy of the following:

8 Notice of Exemption {filed with the Governor's Office of Planning and Research)
0O List of Best Management Practices (BMPs) and their locations, if project implements BMPs

(1 Map of the project area

If project is covered under a Negative Declaration, submit a copy of the following: -
Q Draft and Final Initial Study/Negative Declaration
(or Mitigated Negative Declaration, if applicable)
O Comments and Responses to the Draft
QO Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (if using a Mitigated Negative Declaration)
O Resolution approving the CEQA documents
O Adopting the Negative Declaration
" Making CEQA Findings
O Notice of Determination (filed with the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research)

If project is covered under an Environmental Impact Report (EIR), submit a copy of the following:

O Draft and Final EIR
O Comments and Responses to the Draft
a Mitiéation Monitoring and Reportihg Program (MMRP)
O Resolution approving the CEQA documents -
Q Certifying the EIR and adopting the MMRP
Q Making CEQA Findings
Q Adopting a Statement of Overriding Considerations for any adverse impact(s) that cannot be
avoided or fully mitigated if project is implemented

O Notice of Determination {filed with the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research)

If EIR is a joint CEQA/National Environmental Policy Act document (EIR/Environmental Impact Statement
or EIR/Environmental Assessment), submit the applicable Record of Decision and/or Finding of No

Significant impact.
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Clean Water SRF Program
Environmental Compliance

State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board)
Clean Water State Revolving Fund Program

Evaluation Form for Environmental Review and Federal Coordination

1. Federal Endangered Species Act:"
Does the project involve any direct effects from construction activities, or indirect effects
such as growth inducement that may affect federally listed threatened or endangered
species that are known, or have a potential, to occur on-site, in the surrounding area, or

in the service area?

[J No. Discuss why the project will not impact any federally listed special status species:

[] Yes. Include information on federally listed species that could potentially be affected by
this project and any proposed avoidance and compensation measures so that the State Water
Board can initiate informal/formal consultation with the applicable federally designated
agency. Document any previous ESA consultations that may have occurred with the project.

Attach project-level biological surveys, evaluations analyzing the project’s direct and
_indirect effects on special-status species, and a current species list for the project area.

2.  National Historic Preservation Act:
Identify the Area of Potential Effects (APE), including construction, staging areas, and
depth of any excavation. (Note that the APE is three dimensional and includes all areas
that may be affected by the project, including the surface area and extending below
ground to the depth of any project excavations.) -

Attac_h a current records search with maps shoWing all sites and surveys drawn in
rélation to the project area, and recqrds of Native American consultation.
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Clean Water SRF Program
Environmental Compliance

3. Clean Air Act: Is the project subject to a State Implementation Plan (SIP) conformity
determination? :
[[] No. The project is in an attainment or unclassified area.

'[] Yes. The project is in a nonattainment area or attainment area subject to maintenance plans.
Include information to indicate.the nonattainment designation (e.g. moderate, serious or severe), if
applicable. If estimated emissions (below) are above the federal de minimis levels, but the project
is sized to meet only the needs of current population projections that are used in the approved SIP
for air quality, then quantitatively indicate how the proposed capacity increase was calculated using
population projections. :

Air Basin Name:

Provide the estimated project construction and operational air emissions (in tons per year) in
the chart below, and attach supporting calculations. '
Attach any air quality studies that may have been done for the project.
Pollutant Status (Attainment, Threshold of Construction 'Operation
Nonattainment or | Significance for the Emissions Emissions
: Unclassified) Area (if applicable) | (Tons/Year) | (Tons/Year
Carbon Monoxide (CO) ‘
Ozone (O3)
Oxides of Nitrogen
(NOy) '
Particulate Matter
PM,.5)
Particulate Matter
(PMiyo)
Reactive Organic
Gases (ROG)
“Sulfur Dioxide (SO;)
Volatile Organic
Compounds (YOC)

4, Coastal Zone Management Act:
Is any portion of the project site located within the coastal zone?

[ No. The project is not within the coastal zone.

[] Yes. Describe the project location with respect to coastal areas, and the status of the coastal

zone permit:

04/13/2009
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Clean Water SRF Program
Environmental Compliance

6.

Farmland Protection Policy Act:
Is any portion of the project site located on important farmland?

] No. The project will not impact farmland.

[] Yes. Include information on the acreage that would be converted from irnporfant farmland
to other uses. Indicate if any portion of the project site is located within Williamson Act
control and the amount of affected acreage:

Flood Plain Management: .
Is any portion of the project site located within a 100-year floodplain as depicted on a

floodplain map or otherwise designated by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency?

[ No. Provide a description of the project location with respect to streams and potential
floodplains: : '

[7] Yes. Describe the floodplain, and include a floodplain map and a floodplains/wetlands
assessment. Describe any measures and/or project design modifications that would minimize

or avoid flood damage by the project:

Migratory Bird Treaty Act:
Will the project affect protected migratory birds that are known, or have a potential, to
occur on-site, in the surrounding area, or in the service area?

[CINo.

[]Yes. Discuss the impacts (such as noise and vibration impacts, modification of habitat) to
migratory birds that may be directly or indirectly affected by the project and mitigation
measures to reduce or eliminate these impacts. Include a list of all migratory birds that could
occur where the project is located: ‘
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Ctean Water SRF Program
Environmental Compliance

8. Protection of Wetlands: :
Does any portion of the project area contain areas that should be evaluated for wetland

delineation or require a permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers?

[[JNo. Provide the basis for such a determination:

[] Yes. Describe the impacts to wetlands, potential wetland areas, and other surface waters,
and the avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures to reduce such impacts. Provide
the status of the permit and information on permit requirements:

9. Wild and Scenic Rivers Act:
Is any portion of the project located within a wild and scenic river?

[INo. The project will not impact a wild and scenic river.

[] Yes. Identify the wild and scenic river watershed and project location relative to the
affected wild and scenic river: :

Identify watershed where the project is located:

10. Source Water Protection:
Is the project located in an area designated by the U.S. Environmental Protection

Agency, Region 9, as a Sole Source Aquifer?

[C] No. The project is not within the boundaries of a sole source aquifer.

] Yes. Identify the aquifer (e.g., Santa Margarita Aquifer, Scott’s Valley, the Fresno County
Aquifer, the Campo/Cottonwood Creek Aquifer or the Ocotillo-Coyote Wells Aquifer):
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BASIC CRITERIA FOR CULTURAL RESOURGES REPORTS

FOR SECTION 106 CONSULTATION WITH THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION
OFFICER (SHPO) UNDER THE NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATIONACT (NHPA)

CURRENT RECORDS SEARCH INFORMATION

+ . A current (less than a year old) records searchi from the appropriate [nformation
Center is necessary. The records search must include maps that show all recorded
sites ‘and surveys in relation to the area of potential effects (APE) for the project.

e The APE is three-dimensional and includes all areas that may be affected by the
project. The APE includes the surface area and extends below ground to the depth

- of any project excavations.

« The records search request should be made for an area largef than the APE. The
appropriate area varies for different projects but must be drawn large enough to
provide information on what types of sites may exist in the vicinity.

NATIVE AMERICAN AND. INTERESTED PARTY CONSULTATION

¢ Native American and interested party consultation should be initiated at the
beginning of any cultural resource investigations. The purpose is to gather
“information from people with local knowledge that may be used to guide research.

e A project description and map should be sent to the Native American Heritage
Commission (NAHC) when the applicant requests a check of their Sacred Lands
Files. The Sacred Lands Files include religious and cultural places that are not.
recorded at the information centers. _ -

o The NAHC will include a I'i:st'"of. Native Anjeripéh groups and individuals with their
response. A project deseription and maps must be sent to everyone on the list
asking for information on the project area. )

. Similér letters should be sent to locél.historical organizations and other interested
- parties. o . '

e Follow-up contact should be made by'phone, if possible, and a contact log must be
included in the report. - : :
REPORT TERMINOLOGY

« Acultural résources report used for Section 106 consultation should tise termihology
consistent with the NHPA, ' o




Basic Criteria for Cultural Resources Reporfs

*

Being consistent with the NHPA does not mean that the report needs to be “filled”
with passages and mterpretaﬂons of the regulations; the: SHPO reviewer already
knows the law.

- f “findihgs are made, they must be one of’ the four “fi ndmgs" listed in Section 1086.
~ These include:

“No historic properties affected" (no properties are within the APE
including the below ground APE).

“No effect to historic properties” (propemes may be near the APE but the
project will not impact them).

“No. adverse effect to historic properties” (the project may affect historic
properties but the impacts will not be adverse)

“Adverse effect to historic propertles " Note the SHPO must be
consiited at this point. If your consuitant proceeds on his/herown,
his/her efforts may be wasted.

WARNING PHRASES IN ALREADY PREPARED CEQA REPORTS

*

A finding of “no known resources” does not mean anvth‘ing The consultant’s job
is to find out if there are resources wrthln the APE or to explam why they are not
present.

“The area is sensitive for buried archaeological resources,” fo'll'owed'by a
statement that “monitoring is recommended as mitigation.” Monitoring is not -
acceptable mitigation. A reasonable effort should be made to fi nd out if buried
resources are present in the APE.

“The area is already disturbed by previous construction” This statement may
be true, but documentation is still needed to show that the new. pro;ect will not affect
cultural resources. As an exampie an emstmg road can be protectlng a buried

- archaeological site. Or, previotis construchon may have rmpacted an archaeologrcal

site that was. never documented.

" No mention of “Section 106.” A report that g;ves adequate information for
~ compliance with the California Environmental Quailty Act may not be sufficient to

oomply with Sectiony 1086.

Please contact Ms. Cookie Hirn with any questions on cultural resources reports.

Cookie Hirn

State Water Resources Control Board
Cuiltural Resources Officer-
916-341-5690

Mhim@waterboards.ca.gov
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STATE QF CALIFORNIA——BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY.

ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

111 GRAND AVENUE

P. 0. BOX 23660
OCAKLAND, CA 94623-0660
PHONE (510) 622-5491

FAX (510) 286-5559

Flex your power!
Be energy efficient!

TTY 711 ]
ECEIVED
September 22, 2009 e
SEP 252008 SOL080449
PiBLIC WURKS SOL-80-R26.5

ENGINEERING SVC SCH# 2009082066

Ms. Deborah Faaborg
City of Vacaville

650 Merchant Street
Vacaville, CA 95688

Dear Ms. Faaborg:
Easterly Wastewater Treatment Plant Tertiary Facilities Project — Notice of Preparation

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Department) in the early

. stages of the environmental review process for the Easterly Wastewater Treatment Plant Tertiary
Facilities Project. The following comments are based on the Notice of Preparation (NOP). As the
- lead agency, the City of Vacaville is responsible for all project mitigation, including any needed
improvements to State highways. The project’s fair share contribution, financing, scheduling,
implementation responsibilities and lead agency monitoring should be fully discussed for all
proposed mitigation measures. This information should also be presented in the Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Plan of the environmental document. Required roadway
improvements should be completed prior to issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy. Since an
encroachment permit is required for work in the state right of way (ROW), and the Department
will not issue a permit until our concerns are adequately addressed, we strongly recommend that
the City of Vacaville work with both the applicant and the Department to ensure that our
concerns are resolved during the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) process, and in
any case prior to submittal of a permit application. Further comments will be provided during the
encroachment permit process; see the end of this letter for more information regarding
encroachment permits. ‘

Encroachment Permit

Please be advised that any work or traffic control that encroaches onto the state ROW requires an
encroachment permit that is issued by the Department. To apply, a completed encroachment -
permit application, environmental documentation, and five (5) sets of plans clearly indicating
state ROW must be submitted to the address below. Traffic-related mitigation measures should
be incorporated into the construction plans during the encroachment permit process. See the

website link below for more information. http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/developserv/permits/

“Caltrans improves mobility across California”




Ms. Deborah Faaborg/ City of Vacaville
September 22, 2009
Page 2

Michael Condie, District Office Chief
Office of Permits
California DOT, District 4
P.O. Box 23660
Oakland, CA 94623-0660

Please feel free to call or email Luis Melendez of my staff at (510) 286-5606 or
Luis_Melendez@dot.ca.gov with any questions regarding this letter.

Sincerely,
/LxQO\, QNW
LISA CARBONI

District Branch Chief
Local Development — Intergovernmental Review

c:  State Clearinghouse

“Caltrans improves mobility across California”




SCcOPING MEETING MINUTES



Vacaville Easterly Wastewater Treatment Plant
Tertiary Treatment Project Environmental Impact Report
SCH# 2009082066

Scoping Meeting Minutes
September 14, 2009 — 6:00 p.m.

City Staff
Deborah Faaborg, Environmental Project Manager, City of Vacaville Public Works Department

Fred Buderi, City Planner, City of Vacaville Community Development Department

Mary Page, Recording Secretary, City of Vacaville, Community Development Department
Dave Tompkins, Director, City of Vacaville Utilities Department

Deb Galway, Senior Civil Engineer, City of Vacaville Utilities Department

Tawnia Skow, Senior Civil Engineer, City of Vacaville Public Works Department

EIR Consultant Staff
Ryan Lee, Project Manager, Analytical Environmental Services, Inc.
Bibiana Alvarez, Staff, Analytical Environmental Services, Inc.

Others in Attendance
Rush Dally, Elmira Resident
Ed Galagher, City of Vacaville Planning Commissioner

Environmental Project Manager Deborah Faaborg, introduced the purpose of the meeting and
provided an overview of the Tertiary Treatment Project, noting that it is a permit driven project,
not for capacity increase. She indicated that the City is the Lead Agency under CEQA for
environmental review and that the decision had been made to prepare an Environmental Impact
Report (EIR). The project is subject to approval of a Use Permit by the City Planning
Commission and they will be the decision making body on both the EIR and the Use Permit
unless appealed to the City Council. She described the recent circulation of the Notice of
Preparation (NOP) which invites public agencies and members of the public to review and
comment on the anticipated scope of issues that the EIR would need to address. The NOP and
notification of this scoping meeting was sent to neighbors surrounding the project site at a radius
of 2,500 feet or more, the property was posted, the notice was posted at the Elmira Post Office,
published in the Vacaville Reporter and the NOP information was made available on the City’s
web site. Ms. Faaborg reviewed the number of ways to submit comments on the NOP and noted
that this was the beginning of the public process for the EIR and that there would be future
opportunities for public review and comment on the document after a draft was prepared. She
introduced city staff and representatives from the consulting service who were also in attendance
at the meeting.

Using a Power Point presentation, City Consultant and EIR Project Manager, Ryan Lee,
summarized the CEQA process, gave an overview of the project and the objectives of the
meeting. She reviewed the purpose of the EIR and the responsibility of the lead agency. She
provided the background of the treatment plant expansions and reviewed why the tertiary project
is needed. Ms. Lee clarified that no increase in capacity of the plant will occur as part of this



project. She provided illustrations of the site plan of the project and proposed improvements and
the areas that would be demolished or upgraded as well as the landscape buffer that will be
installed around the City property. The EIR and construction schedule was also described.

Ms. Faaborg reviewed the CEQA process and again described the future opportunities for public
input and how public comment and responses will become part of the final EIR.

Public Comment:

Planning Commissioner Ed Gallagher questioned if other communities in the surrounding area
will be required to comply with the same regulations at their sewage treatment plants.

Utilities Director David Tompkins noted the regulations that have been adopted for the City of
Vacaville along with a time frame for compliance. He also reviewed the water flow in Alamo
Creek, adding that other communities may not have the same requirements because of their site
specific conditions. Mr. Tompkins also clarified the cost for the upgrades which are paid for
through fee increases. City staff is also in the process of applying for a State Revolving Fund
(SRF) loan, but the EIR and public process must be completed before the SRF loan application
can be deemed complete by the State Water Resources Control Board. He also reviewed the
various expansions that have occurred at the plant and the improvements that were installed and
designed in anticipation of future upgrades such as the proposed filtration facilities.

Rush Dally provided information regarding the difference between new Alamo Creek and old
Alamo Creek but had not comments on the scope of the EIR.

Ms. Faaborg thanked those in attendance and the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.





