
HOW TO USE WATER EFFICIENTLY TO STAY WITHIN THE DESIGNATED RESIDENTIAL ALLOCATION 

 
Example: A family of five living in a typical single family residence is billed for water service from July 
9 through September 2, placing them in Billing Cycle 1. They are allocated 600 gallons per day in July 
(21 days) and August (31 days), and 450 gallons per day in September (2 days), for a total allocation 
of 33,300 gallons or 45 units (total gallons divided by 748) in the cycle. Since there are 56 days in the 
cycle, the average daily allocation for this residence for this billing cycle is 594 gallons a day. 
 
In order to stay at or under the allocation the family of five does the following:  
 

 Ensures they have water efficient faucets and showerheads 

 Install water efficient clothes washers, dish washers, and toilets 

 Everyone takes a five minute shower each day = 65 gallons 

 They wash 1 full load of laundry each day = 25 gallons 

 They wash 1 full load of dishes each day = 10 gallons 

 Their daily bathroom/kitchen use, including toilets = 60 - 100 gallons 
 
Total indoor use = 160 - 200 gallons. Remaining water for outdoor use each day = 400 to 440 gallons.  
 
Since this family will only use their sprinkler system on their two designated watering days per week, 
they can “store” up water they don’t use on the other five days of the week, giving them a total of up 
to 3,000 gallons they can use to irrigate over multiple cycles on their watering days, and to “spot” 
irrigate by hand as needed throughout the week. 
 
In 2014, 83% of Vacaville residential households were at or below the average annual citywide 
household allocation of 216 units.   
 
Please call (707) 410-5469 to schedule a water conservation survey and get more information and 
resources on how you can save water in your household to help you stay under your allocation! 
 
 
 
 


